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Bekind the S oenes.

A production such as this can only happen through a lot of hard work by a lot of people!

Our Society is made up of many people with different skills and talents and this production owes
much to the people whose talents are used behind the scenes in a variety of areas: scenery for
example needs to be designed, built, painted and moved. Costumes need researching, hiring,
making, altering and mending! Props finding, hiring and making — all need different skills and
there are many more besides these.

We're always on the lookout for such people to join us so if you have an ‘under-developed’ talent,
and an interest in the theatre, what better way to learn and develop, or if you're qualified you
could pass on your knowledge to others — AND make friends at the same time.

If you'd like to find out more, please ring our secretary, Lynne, or return the FREEPOST slip in
this programme — we’ll be delighted to hear from you.
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Mr & Mrs C. Abbott, Mrs M. Askew, Mr V. Aylward, Mrs B. Barnard, Mr & Mrs E. Barnes, Mr P.
Beckett, Mrs M. Benfield, Mrs D. Besser, Miss C. Best, Miss D. Birch, Mrs P. Bishop, Miss H.
Black, Mr & Mrs E Blackmore, Mrs A. Bonner, Mr & Mrs G. Boyce, Mr & Mrs B. Bravery, Mrs M.
Brown, Mrs S. Brown, Mrs G. Buckton, Mrs A. Bull, Miss 1. Burgess, Mr & Mrs D. Carr, Mr & Mrs
J. Chambers, Mrs 1. Chapman, Dr & Mrs E. Colin-Jones, Mr V. Cook, Mrs V. Cregeen, Mr D.
Edwards, Mr J. Ellis, Mr & Mrs H. Epps, Mr & Mrs H. Finney, Mrs . Fisher, Mrs . Glass, Mr &
Mrs C. Gough, Mr M. Greene, Mrs J. Griffin, Mr & Mrs J. Grinham, Mr B. Grover, Mrs L. Hale,
Mr & Mrs M. Harvey, Mr & Mrs A. Heald, Mrs A. Hopwood, Mr S. Hounsell, Mrs V. Jarvis, Miss
C. Jennings, Mrs P. Jennings, Mr S. Jessop, Mr & Mrs Kearsey, Mrs T. Kinally, Mrs M. Lamb, Mr
R. Langrish, Mr & Mrs H. Leedham-Green, Mrs Y. Levene, Mr . Lyons, Mr & Mrs R. McConnel,
Mrs D. McDonald, Mr P. Maher, Mr W. Marwood, Mr & Mrs K. Mathews, Mr E. Minter, Miss S.
Mitchell, Mr ], Peck, Mrs M. Pennington, Mr & Mrs K. Pratt, Mrs P, Ramsey, Mr R. Redding, Mrs
P. Rogers, Dr & Mrs H. Sayers, Mr |. Sayers, Mrs D. Smith, Mrs M. Stratton, Mr N. Sumpter, Mrs
D. Tapp, Mr & Mrs P. Taylor, Mr & Mrs T. Tollafield, Mr & Mrs K. Towner, Mrs P. Vincent, Mr &
Mrs A. Wade, Miss E. Walder, Mr & Mrs R. Walder, Mr C. Walker, Miss C. Wang, Mrs J. Whatling,
Mr J. Whittle, Mrs J. Wilkins, Mrs B. Wilson.

When you need it -
Pandabhire it!

* Hire by Day/Week/Month or Year
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* Full AA Cover

* Free Delivery by Arrangement
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* Full Insurance Cover
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choreography for Slick at the
Gardner Centre, and Willy
Russell’s Blood Brothers in June with
Unexpected Productions.

Laura Barritt
Little Red Ridinghood

L aura joined BHOS in 1984 at
the age of 10 as a juvenile and
then played in both their
productions of Annie, first as Tessie
then sharing the title role. Other
roles include Bangles in Bugsy
Malone, Lucy Rabbit (Wind in the
Willows) and she has just been
awarded Best Performance award
for Daisy in Daisy Pulls it Off.

Laura has also taken part in two
professional productions: one in
the West End, Young Stars of
Tomorrow), and the second at this
theatre as Pepper (Annie) with Bill
Maynard.

Laura is currently studying A level
in drama/theatre studies and
dance at Lewes Tertiary College,
after which she hopes to pursue a
professional stage career.

Tony Smart

Narrator

his will be Tony’s second

production with BHOS. He
played Francis in La Cage aux Folles
i

He is very experienced both
professionally and with amateur

Melanie Fane

Laura Barritt

musical theatre. Tony’s favourite
roles to date are Edward Moulton-
Barrett (Robert and Elizabeth),
Luther Billis (South Pacific),
Moonface (Anything Goes) and
Eduard Dindon (La Cages aux
Folles) at Worthing.

Tony is also Chairman of the
Producing Committee for Brighton
Cares and in his spare time runs
the Black Horse pub in Church
Street, Brighton.

Gary Nock

Cinderella’s Prince

riginally from Birmingham,

Gary moved to Brighton in
1986, since when he has performed
with various local societjes in roles
which include Strephon (lolanthe),
Freddy (My Fair Lady), Florian
(Princess Ida), The Evangelist
(Pilgrim’s Progress), The Sergeant
(Hugh the Drover) and a wall in
(Piramus and Thisbe)!

In addition, he has musicaily
directed for Brighton Little Theatre
their productions of Happy asa
Sandbag, Tarantara-Tarantara, The
Rink and Cabaret. In the summer he
will musically direct Chicago with
the same company.

Into the Woods is Gary’s first full
production with BHOS.

Tony Smart

Eric Danot

Rapunzel's Prince

s a child, Eric appeared in

local children’s programmes
for Tyne Tees TV, several ‘walk-on’s
and the War of the Time Lords, Dr
Who series. Later he did a summer
season at Butlins, and then
National Youth Theatre’s
production of Henry V. He has
toured in rep with the Argyle
Theatre for Youth, and in Come
Blow Your Horn, Hair and Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoa.
London and West End productions
include Oh! Calcutta!, Tommy,
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, the title role in Pippin
and Romeo and Juliet. He has also
been in several professional
pantomimes. After giving up his
professional career, Eric moved to
Brighton and has since been seen
in BHOS's productions as a table
tossing waiter (Hello Dolly), a
sequin spinning Chantelle (La Cage
aux Folles) and a baton swinging
policeman (Pirates of Penzance), and
in Gemini’s The Mystery of Edwin
Drood.

Robert Saint
Mysterious Man

I n his own words, Bob has
enjoyed the créeme de la creme,
having played such roles as Tevye
(Fiddler on the Roof), King (King and
1), Danilo (Merry Widow), Fagin
(Oliver), King Arthur (Camelot) and

Gary Nock



so on. His first step into
production was at this theatre in
1971 with the musical Mame and he
has been directing and playing
ever since. His association with the
BHOS dates from 1947, Last year
he played the Major General in
Broadway Pirates.

Emma Edwards

Rapunzel

I nto the Woods sees Emima in her
second show with BHOS,
having played Edith in Broadway
Pirates last year.

Other shows include The Wizard of
Oz, Chicago, Unexpected Song Iand
1, Brighton Cares and Sweeney Todd
with Brighton Theatre Group and
the successful Best of Broadway
concerts with Regency Opera.

As well as being a founder
member of Unexpected
Productions, Emma will be taking
the role of Mrs Johnstone in their
premiére production of Blood
Brothers at the Pavilion Theatre in
June.

Carol Hatton
Jack’s Mother

C arol has been with BHOS
since 1983, as both performer
and choreographer. Roles include
Lottie (Mack and Mabel), Adelaide
(Guys and Dolls) for which she won
best individual performance award

Eric Danot

Robert Saint

in 1986, Lillie St Regis (Annie),
Irene Malloy (Hello Dolly) and as a
Cagelle and Jacqueline in La Cage
aux Folles. For other companies,
roles include Anna (The Rink),Mrs
Johnstone (Blood Brothers), Miss
Mona (Best Little Whorehouse in
Texas) and Sylvia (Stepping Out)
which she also choreographed for
BHOS's production.

Carol has appeared professionally
in pantomime and on televison,
and had the good fortune to go to
Edinburgh last year, to appear in a
new play by Stephen De-Proost.
When not performing she likes to
go to the theatre or walk her manic
dog, aptly named Psycho.

Stephen Emery
Wolf

teve has been involved in a

wide range of theatrical
projects over several years. Some
of his notable dramatic and
comedy roles have been with
Lewes Little Theatre and these
include The Beaux'Stratagem, She
Stoops to Conquer, The Accrington
Pals, See How They Run, Outside
Edge and more recently Florence
Nightingale.

His musical interest has involved
him with various companies and
societies, and shows Chicago, The
Best Little Whorchouse in Texas,
South Pacific, Dames at Seaand The
Rink. He appeared in Gemini’s

Emma Edwards

Blood Brothers, their concert
performance of Cats and their more
recent production, The Mysteries of
Edwin Drood.

He has been associated with
BHOS for 10 years, appearing in
Cabaret, Annie, Guys and Dolls,
Calamity Jane and Hello Dolly.

Steve worked with Earwig
Productions on Wind in the Willows
at the Gardner Centre and has
been involved in some television
work with Between the Lines,
Inspector Alleyn, The Buddah of
Suburbia and Michael Winner’s True
Crimes.

Stephen Peltzer-Morris

Steward

teve trained at the Laban

Centre, London, in dance
theatre. His first role was as Dare
Devil in the musical Stage Fright in
1980. Since then Steve has worked
with many groups in the south,
and roles include Buttons and King
Rat in panto, Bernado (West Side
Story), Tin Man (The Wiz), German
Officer (Bent), Marcus (Tombwitha
View), and Richard Fether
(Continental Quilt). Other shows
include The Mystery of Edwin
Drood, Best of Broadway and Pirates
of Penzance.

He plays drums for the Sussex
Band Homebrew. Future plans
include playing Mickey in Blood
Brothers for Unexpected
Productions in june.

Carol Hatton




Frances Richardson
Cinderella’s Stepmother

F rances’s first performance was
at age 2' years with her
mother’s dance school. She also
trained at Bush Davies School for
Dance, Drama and Singing.

She has performed in Cabaret in
London and Paris and has
travelled to South Africa, Tehran
and most European countries in
her theatre work.

Television work includes
choreography for Greek television,
Royal Variety Performance, The
Laurence Olivier Awards, and Night
of a Hundred Stars.

She was an original cast member
of Meand My Girl, appearing for
two years in the West End.

Frances is now ‘resting’ and
looking after her two chilren, but
hopes to continue her theatre
career when she gets to be the
right size to join the ‘Roly-Polys’!

Claire Askam
Florinda

laire was born in

Cleethorpes, Lincolnshire,
where she appeared in many
productions with local societies
including The Crucible, Adam and
Eve, Rock Opera, Oklahoma, and
Orpheus in the Underworld. She also
appeared many times as a juvenile

Stephen Emery

Stephen Peltzer-Morris

in several professional
pantomimes with a local dance
school and went on to dance
professionally for 2 years. Claire
joined BHOS in July 1991 and
thoroughly enjoyed her first
performance at the Theatre Royal
in La Cage aux Folles. She was also
part of the chorus in Broadway
Pirates last year.

Claire has also played a number of
roles with Brighton Theatre
Group.

Angie Emery

Lucinda

ngie has previously been a

member of Pebbles Theatre
Co, appearing in such productions
as Chicago and Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas as Shy. She
joined BHOS in 1985 after seeing
their production of Mack and Mabel
and has subsequently appeared in
many of their productions
including Annie (1985 and 1987),
Guys and Dolls, Hello Dolly, La Cage
aux Folles (1, I and 111) as a Cagelle,
and more recently as a daughter in
Pirates of Penzance. She also played
the part of Andy in their
production of Stepping Out.

Angie enjoys dancing and is a
member of a 6-girl dance group
called Illusion Dance Company
who take part in many local
functions, cabarets and parties.

Angie is marrying Paul next
Saturday and we all wish for them

Frances Richardson

to ‘live happily ever after’.

Howard Abbott
Cinderella’s Father

H oward lives in Brighton
where he helps run The
Stage Door Cafe. Previous roles for
BHOS include Hanna (La Cages aux
Folles), Ambrose (Hello Dolly) and
Sergeant of Police (Pirates of
Penzance).

After studying dance at the Laban
Centre and mime with Adam
Darius at The Mime Centre, he
founded a street theatre company
called Beau Jeste which toured the
south east for three years. (He
couldn't juggle so he did fire
eating). In addition to numerous
music halls, melodramas and
pantos, other parts include MC
(Cabaret) Tulsa (Gypsy), Sterling
(The Ghost Train), Ivor (Forget Me
Not Lane), Dan (Night Must Fall),
and Carlos (Savages); and in The
Gelden Pathway Annual he played
eleven different characters
including a chicken!

Dorothy Hunt
Granny

orothy, whose family has

always been connected with
the stage, has been involved in
amateur dramatics since a very
early age and in her time has
played many parts! She started off

Claire Askam



by singing with various choirs
being chosen for numerous solos.
Then she became involved with a
local group in London, playing
many leading roles in both plays
and musical comedies, such as Me
and My Girl, The Boyfriend, Lady be
Good, The Importance of Being
Earnest, When We Are Married, On
Monday Next, The Happiest Days of
Your Life et cetera, et cetera!

Dorothy joined BHOS 9 years ago
for Mack and Mabel as prompt. Her
passion for singing earned her the
nickname of ‘The Singing Prompt’!
Since then she has taken part in
several productions including
Annie, Queen Grandilla in Sleeping
Beauty, Camelot, Hello Dolly,
Calamity Jane and La Cages aux
Folles.

Recently, Dorothy has taken on a
new role as Patrons Secretary. She
is alsc very active serving
refreshments during rehearsals at
the new David Land Art Centre —
will she now ‘urn’ the nickname of
‘The Singing Tea Lady'?!

Glenys Barritt
Cinderella’s Mother

G lenys has inherited her love
of music from her father
who is a professional musician.
She has appeared in Kiss Me Kate,
Ellie (Showboat), Kings Rhapsody,
Annie Get Your Gun, Oklahoma, Mrs
Hopkins (My Fair Lady) and for

Angie Emery

Howard Abbott

BHOS, Dandini, (Cinderella),
Hotbox Girl (Guys and Dolls),
Bonnie (Applause), Annie and
Camelot, Mrs Rose (Hello Dolly) and
Calamity Jane. Roles in plays
include Rose (Stepping Out) and
‘ma’'mselle (Daisy Pulls it Off).

Judi Campbell

Director

udi trained locally and, after
] qualifying as a teacher of Dance

and Drama, opened her own
Stage School at the age of 21. Since
those early days, Judi’s love of the
theatre has taken her into the
profession as an actress, director
and choreographer. Most recently
she was seen playing the title role
in The Snow Queen at the Gardner
Arts Centre at Christmas.

Judi first joined the Brighton and
Hove Operatic Society when she
was 15 years old as a dancer, in the
back row of the chorus! Since then
she has performed with the
Society in a variety of parts and
directed many shows including
Mack and Mabel, Guys and Dolls, La
Cage aux Folles (3 times!) and last
year the Broadway version of
Pirates of Penzance.

Judi is thrilled to have been given
the opportunity of directing Info

the Woods, as she is a great fan of

the works of Sondheim.
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Dorothy Hunt

Caryl Vine

Musical Director

( ’ aryl is a music teacher. She
studied piano and horn at

college and was a member of a
brass band for several years. Her
interest in musicals began with
Gilbert & Sullivan operettas,
playing such parts as Katisha
(Mikado), Ruth (Pirates of Penzance)
and Jane (Patience). She joined the
BHOS in 1980 and took up the
baton as chorus mistress in 1984
for Cabaret. Since then she has
musically directed Bugsy Malone,
Calamity Jane, Hello Dolly, all three
productions of La Cage aux Folles,
and Pirates of Penzance (Broadway
version).

Caryl Vine

Glenys Barritt



PROMPT CORNER

Emery, thatis. “I'm sorry!” he cried as he dashed

away from his big scene as the wolf during a
rehearsal, “| didn't die long enough!” 1t has to be good, the
dying bit, as it takes up most of the tive minutes that the wolf
appears on stage. All that preparation, all that anguish, just for
five minutes.

“It'sa good part,” explains Steve, “worth auditioning for. |
auditioned for the part of the prince as well but I'm not
disappointed that | didn’t get it.” It's not only the actor who
takes great pains with this part in /nto Ihe Woods. Chris
Horlock, the make-up artist, spent a great deal of time
devising a wolf face for Steve which would allow him to move
and breathe comfortably as well as speak clearly and show
facial expression!

This is typical of the high standard of dedication and talent
with the Brighton and Hove Operatic Society. They wouldn’t be
here at the Theatre Royal if they were just an average amateur
troupe. Steve Emery, 36, from Hove, is a painter and
decorator by frade but last year managed to acquire a coveted
Equity card, the profession’s passport to the big time, by
playing a horse in a production of The Wind in the Willows. He
has been with the Operatic Society for 15 years.

“If the break came I'd like to be a professional actor,” says
Steve. “It’'s about being in the right place at the right time.”
The society is a mix of amateurs bursting to see their names in
lights, former professionals who didn’t want to say goodbye
completely to their work, and those who are happy to have
just afew nights on the big stage each year.

Carol Marshall, who plays the baker's wife superbly, is 30,
and during the day her time is taken up with looking after her
two daughters, Hannah, seven, and Sophie, three. She loves
her work with the society and is cantent to be an amateur.
Don't mistake amateur for amateurish. Most of those in the
society are as good as if not better than many professionals.

“I have been involved with the society since | was eight,”
says Carol. “My first part was In a panto and | played the ugly
sister when she had been shrunk and | had to leap out of a
cupboard. | still remember the lines today.”

She doesn’t hanker to be a star. “1 don’t think I'd get the
change to play the kind of roies in the professional world that |
can here,” she explains. “It helps me to keep my sanity
because | am at home a lot of the time."

Rehearsals are demanding — usually spanning 10 weeks,
beginning with two evenings a week then rising to three times
aweek for the last month. Towards the last week, as tensions
rise, there can be the usual theatrical tiffs you might see in any
rehearsal studio.

Staging any show costs money — around £25,000 for /nfo
the Woods — and the society holds fund-raising events
throughout the year to add cash to profits from ticket sales.
They have a scholarship scheme, whereby they give money to
individuals who want to train in the theatrical arts, and do
much good work to raise money for charity with their shows.

CAROLINE MEAD

N 0 actor wants to die on stage — apart from Steve




